


ART

The One Behind *

1e 997

Naif Al-Mutawa Léﬂf{gf?f Eids in the [slanmie world lacked ;-:rm.ri"'c’r;f—a'@' stiper heroes to root

/ar. So be went out and imvented some

1 2003, Naif Al-Mutawa (M.AL, 2000)—

then 22—already held a master's degree in

business administracion from Columbia; a
master's and PhuD. in clinical psychology from
I*””:t'- [sland University: and a master's in onga-
nizational psvehology from Teachers Caollege.
He'd waorked ar Manharran's Bellevue l‘|115|‘|:|l.1|
with survivors of polineal roreure and authored
three children's books. one of which had won
a UNESCO prize for its message of roleranee

I had all these ideas and degrees, bur |
didn't ko how o put them rogedher,” siys
Al-Murawa

Sa the kit narive, whose Lronwang
family already included three sons. decided 1o
adddress whar he saw as a lack of cul ur.1||fc relevant mpq:rhcn IS
for vonmngsters in the Iskimic world o ideneify with and roor for,
The resulr was “The 99,7 a comic book series whaose characters ane
cach Based an ane of the 99 areribures of Allah. The arrribures are
universal qualities, such as wisdom and ereaniviey, And though
“The 95 1s based on slamic arc |||.'l~.'iw\. thie stories are non
religions. Thae. along with their adventure-packed ploes (which
Al-Murawa co-aurhors) and flashy ;f.1]1|1tL'\ linked by armists whe
also work for I.C. and Marvel) may help explain their wide-

'\i?l |.'.||.| |'“ |]Jl||..|| "'\

I'he striprs backsn I i alser pretey ¢ wil, As the Wb sire
for “The 997 rells ir. in the thireenth century, when Baghidad
fell vos v .|di|'|:_l, forces. the |.'|I:|."'1 librarians |||.i|:.153_'|.| [RIELE
mute “the sum ol of knowledge of world culure” —Muslim
rexts. Chrispan rexts, Jewish rexes. rexrs from the Greek phi-
losophers —ineo 99 gerastones “erafred o absarh the very ligh
af reason.” The LETTSTCHIES Were “scarrered o the four corners of
the world and wul'.m.'l.||.|c|1r|'a. less eon eime and eide ™ Buor more
recently. they have been found

T serves I been waldly 1::+1u|.||_ with major circulition
i 10 couneries i che Arab word as well as in Indoniesia, India,
|i||1:_:|.1|.|{.x|1 ."‘\.'..'|1.I| and the Ulnired Stares, French and Turkish

cdivions will be coming out soon, and in Febroary, the fiest of six
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Above: "The 99" in Arabic.

Below: Naif Al-Mutawa

]1L|.n|1|.'|.| The "J"r-llt‘.pil'ﬂll theme Ful'L\ n}n.'m,;i
in Kuwair, Al-Muomwa abso recenily signed a
dheal weith Endemol, the world's J.uLL\'\l indepen-
dent TV production company, to creaea TV
series bases on “The 9497 thar will be broadecas
around the world by the end of 2009

With irs focus on diversity and posinve
rale moglels, the comic book series has carmed
the TC alum a place in the inrernanonal
muedia \Fmtlif_gllt. “The 997 has been coverad
in publicarions ranging from The New York
Famser vo Lo Monde to fm;,r'.l Loy, and a tea
wure-length documenrary abour Al-Murawa
and “The 997 is currently in production.

“labways dreamied that one day mry writing

would be read all over the world,” Ad-Murawa savs. “Bur if | ever
l,'xlx'l.'ml this, fahould have been the one |h.'|!|3_'1|4.'.l||.ﬂ o Bellevue,

Deespite the demands of running Teshkeel Media Group

the company tha |:||'n|.|uu';"1 “The 99~

Ad-Mutawa somehow (inds the nme
to teach ar Kowair Universin's
Faculry of Medicine. He is opening
a privare psvchology clinic in March
and s now the Bither of five boys,
ages 11 rer 2 moniths old

Asked abour his time
Teachers College, Al-Mutasa
recalls the cerificare he

carned ar the schoal's

Inrermarional Center for
( :I.I(l])i,'[..ltil:il'l and Conllice
Resolurion. "My life is con
flice resolution,” he savs, “This
is the only way you can win
the war on rerror. We have o
fowcus onr aitention on the
wav we teach kuds.” &
— Fnly Brady
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