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COMICS R isiamic superheroing unvesied this weaek will not use any weapons other than her mind
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Arabic superheroes are

vealthy family andd her dac

JAMES RENL

DEPUTY FEATURES EDNTOR

father gunned Joan Froat o kenit in Japan and m Astan cul
Tirm o thee strevis of Cotham fure,” he uns

SUPERHERD WEAKNESS g, 1| sid o mysel
¢ the legendary charscier happen il | tried &
o apecilic 1o th

A Kuwait-based
team have their
pens at the ready
to bring the world
a new breed of
Islamic comic
book characters

the 99 and their _
time is now"

NEW BREED DF HERDINE
M uifa — oo il ol &

e Quran describy I
Albals has 99 atiributes,” he savs

B Ruighal, Hie &1l
the characters
Perilises one
of the o4

charactevisticy
ol Rllak

B The UAE's first superheroine, Hura, is a
walking e debecior who can see through
pRopla's personaliled v sorse o N ATA




W Comiécs are though ta have ek balloons in sequeniial panets -
origns in Egyptian Werogiyphics and | onginated in the labe 151h Cenfury
maderial published on Eusnpe's sarly | 8 Brilish magazine Punch bagan

including sativical ilustrations of
paliticians following itz launch in
1841 and the publicafion of Aly

prnting presses of the 15th Century
B Thi modern laim of comics = in
which lllusirated charachers talk in

Sioper's Half Holfiday in 1884
considered b be the first comic strip
magazios wilh & nacurming characiar
W In 1929, comic sirips staried n
expand on their humorous conlent
wilh action charncters, such as Buck

Rogers and Tarzan, In the same ye,
Tinlen made hes first appedrance in a
Beigian newspaper

W Saperman did nod Brst onio The
soene ontil 1938 in the tirst issue of
Acton Comics

¥ J FOHLS DESK,
0 208 TS A

focuramirriesdnd ryonane com

A leann two-thinds of these are
also hurnan atirisutes, like stre-
ngth, generosity and windom.™

Although the llustrated ooms
o post posacsa these arcribates i
anywhere lke cquivalent quanti-
s b Allah, Al Mutawa says, they
are each pesveriul ovinoes of asin-
gle skill who use thesr tadénts
together 1o iackle wrongdoing

“From ithis kind of nerrative
you can teach kids how 1o solve
problems,” he savs I the strong
charscter wants w break through
a wall, the wise one will icll him o
wull srovsmd it

A BRIEF HESTORY
Blending historical facts with Al
Mursnea's fickon, the story begins
in 1258 when the Mongol hordes
of Hulsgs Khan sre sloughtering
thousamds o they
descend upon the cultural centre
ol Haghadad

A group of onxious scholars,
wonrried the knowledge of their
crilisainas will be losd Torever,

Arobhs an

seoreie infonmation from
the ity [israres o 949
gemstones  and  sond
them o a safe haven in
the Spaninh city of
Cranada = then a key ang
e Badaerde warld

By 14585, ihe Spansh
anmy i attacking the
south Therian city and
the 99 beads are split
i three, with cach
sct af 33 being Jdis-
guised o8  throaded
praver beads. Cpe set
ends ap on the ship
of Christopher
Columbuas en
Foune in discover.
ing the Ar
o s passed along
the Sik  Road
through the Middke
East and the other is
spread scross Europe
and Africa

In the presema day,
D Ramiel Rasocm bs seotr-
ing the globe for evidence of the
story that was passed down by hes
prardfatise

“Years of acarching are aboul
b yiehd their harvest,” says the
oo ook blurh

“He fincls the first of a whole
superhenes =

CTICus,

barrage  of
men, wornen and children
who have ¢ome inio pos-
seasion of @ jewel thal is
qyuite wdgue. They are a
new hreed, birthed from
wirlal
Future is m their ha
They are the 99 and theis
IR b s

While the Emiruti
superheroine  Mury
posacises the power
of truth, Saudi Ars-
bia’'s Jobbar  hacd
shards of the beodl
embedded inio his
fesh afier siund-
iz on o lanal mine

an ald and the

Ui develogang
greal ngih

Ihe many
other charuciers

are cleverly polsed
w unrsct  Muskim

readers (rom arounsd e workd,
with Bridsh teenager Mumida
coming from a Pakistani
immigrant  (amily, and other
wiperheroes living in for flung
places like Malovsta, Indonesia
and Cliana

WORLD-CLASS TEAM

Ihe Teshkeel team includes for
et X=Vlers artist Dan Panossan,
ex-Ralling
Lo T W
pub-
lisher

Larry Duracher, Marvel™s former
publisher  Michacl
and the US-based comacbook
fiem’ Former marketing chicf
Sven | dmen

The icam expects Teshkeel -
already Marvel’s diarimivor
the Middle East - 10 sell more
than 20046} comics across the
Ciull each month

There will be 45 pages m cach
isaue and the first isswes will be
Inttoduicing the mew characiers,
sy Larson

“SWe are saving that by next
Romadan, the world will have
Iskamic superheroe.

Fullonwtng Al Mutewa’s lecoure
cilled “FProm Metropolis 1o
Mecea and Hack Again™, more
detasls of The #9 will be released
in the coming months, whetting
the appetite of the UAEs comic
[ans, includig the 14 mermbers
ol the Prabear Comas: Cubs,

“It will be great 1o have on
Emirati  character.”™ savs  the
chub's presidemt Abdelrahmun
Mohamed, who has ginbitions

Hobson

1§

o create his own animated
scries st in [Dubal 2015
*Comic books ke
these really creaie their
oWy universe  and
T U -
ple here are getlang
b them
"When we
stnri prosfucing
Talwing: < T
thene will be spudl
that Kicds cun relate 1o
easily = [that] deal with our
msues and say things about
us,” he milids
Hevwwrver, the Teshkee
HRAETRE s SoaEr -
trewersy, with rival cormic
book creators in the Mid-
dle Easi uestisming what
rode relighon has o play in
1 CHFfOON Unverss

NO RELIGIOUS TENSION

Al Mastawa mays his charsc-
ters will steer Clear of the
relighous tensbons of the out-
side world, with his super-
rocs el Being scen 1o
v, kins or take drugs, and
will not wear

i
the women
cither an ubaya nor the reveal -
ing outfits of their Western

arerpars

Sarn Koreem, fromn Cairo-
based company AR Comdes,
which n fesponsible Tor Arab

stipethero charscters. including
Jadila, Savimir of the Tty of All

Faiahs, clamns Teshkeels editorial
policy malkes no seme

=T 70 does not relate o us
in any way,” she saw “The
characters come from the
mames of ol They want
e oreade chiarscters fan
lskam and ai the same
thme, say that they are
nol Islarmie

“They say there will
b o sex, no madity
arid o s, s they are

very lulemie™

W British-Born Paistani Mumita has
been created B attract Musdim resders
from the Eurapasn Fland mation

AR Comies deliberately manids 1= D Hamzi
meatlonkig teliglon in any of s searches the
stories, save Kareem, but thay pisbe 1o reunite
have allegorical references o a the Islamic
5 Svear var between Palestinians superheroes

and lsraclis and deal wah the
gritey social sk of the mosbern
Arab workd

Wi are trying to teuch people
about all of these social issics
and, sometimes, we teach
practicsl Esucs in e
incdarect
st o make chil-
dren aware about
what I going on,
she explains, “li s
T
action, it s alw=il
whiak is goding o in
the region™

Bt Al
Mutawa knews
there are sauTi-
bees be has to
make i his
comiics e
g i be o

Wy -

iyl ([FLE]

sipcoess amd.

o day,
becume the
protagomists o

mowies and the toss
o Mushin chillidren

Dhibad’s Camie Club
chiel Mohamed agrees
with Al Mutewa, snad
hxpes s et hiis o ©
becitbn o Emlrati ore-

Wl o
eeel’s glossy pages
“AK Comks are o
potitical.” says the Emi-
rati, “One of the char-
Jalila
everyome knows ey
ary ealldeyg absoul dee si1.
wation between Pales-
tinee aned Taracl

They should be
irying o produce
something thai is fwn
lor children und can
gt the vounger gen-
ertbon imtercued in
comdes,  bal you
don’t wanl o tel
them ahout issues

aclErs s aiwl

u have god 1o
take it step-bv-sicp
amd got the poiple
e i fareg

*You can’t for-
gei  thai  ihese
comics kave been
arcurns for many
vears and charac-
lers,  such  as
Superman  have
eatahlished themn-
sehves s thai
everyons kinows
whao they are.

*Thai L]
why we necd

characiers

who can go
up  agadns
these
established
legends,”
Mohamed
ks



