Washington, D.C., school system that anticipated by
decades the recommendations of later reformers.

In 1970, soon after receiving his TC docrorate, Robert
Taylor took a job in the College’s fledgling computer
center and by 1973 was it director. In 1976, he founded
an academic program in computing and education, the
first at a graduate school of education, and soon afterward
published one of the earliest books in the emerging field of
educational technology, 7he Computer in the School: Tutor, Tool,
Tutee, now considered a classic. By 1984, having co-founded
TC'’s Department of Communication, Computing and
Technology in Education, Taylor was a leading figure in the
field and was called to testify before a commitree, chaired by
then U.S. Representative Al Gore, of the House Committee
on Science and Technology.

“If introduced appropriately into schools,” he told the
committee, ‘computing will transform many aspects of
educartion. In particular, it will...force us to be more aware of
the process nature of real learning, and make formal learning
environments more richly interactive than books, lectures
and traditional classes alone can ever be.”

In 1986, psychologist Morton Deutsch founded
TC's International Center for Cooperation and Conflict
Resolution. Known as the father of the field of conflict
resolution, Deutsch, now an emeritus professor, has sought
to define the conditions that lead to constructive ways of
resolving differences between couples, in schools or cities,
or among nations. The Center has trained New York City
students, parents and teachers in constructive conflict reso-
lution, and Deutsch’s work also has influenced deliberations
at the United Nations and American arms negotiations.

Another current emeritus faculty member, Edmund
W. Gordon, was one of the architects of the federal Head
Start program in the 1960s and a contriburor to the famous
Coleman Report, which first posited that students’ family
backgrounds and socioeconomic status outweigh the effect
of schooling on their academic achievement, Gordon has
since championed the concepr of supplementary educa-
tion—the idea that children from challenging backgrounds
must be supported by an extensive scaffolding of caring
community that includes after-school programs, counseling
services, education for parents, and much more.

And then, of course, there is Maxine Greene, TC’s
William F. Russell Professor Emerita in the Foundations
of Education. Greene is among the world’s most influential

educational minds, a philosopher in residence at Lincoln
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Center and an inspiration to artists and political thinkers
alike. Yet in the 1960s, interviewing for her position at
Teachers College, she had to wait in the restroom because
the Faculty Club admitted only men. Greene's quest is to
make young people “wide awake,” to art and the possibil-
ity of social change. She has written: “There are, of course,
young persons in the inner cities, the ones lashed by ‘savage
inequalities,” the ones whose very schools are made sick by
the social problems the young bring in from without. Here,
more frequently than not, are the real tests of ‘teaching

as possibility” in the face of what looks like an impossible
social reality at a time when few adults seem to care.”

These are just some of the TC faculty who have chart-
ed new paths during the past 120 years. Former students
have done so as well. To mention just two: Albert Ellis
(Ph.D., 1947), who died in 2007, was one of the tower-
ing American figures in psychology. He was the founder
of Rational-Emotive Therapy (later, Rational Emotive
Behavior Therapy, or REBT), which offers a more active,
direct approach to treating psychological disorders than
traditional psychoanalytic models. Ellis” approach pro-
vided an early foundation for what is now the most com-
monly practiced psychotherapeutic modality, Cognitive-
Behavioral Therapy.

And Howard University professor Marion Thompson
Wright, who at TC in the 1930s became the first American
black woman to earn a Ph.D. in history (her program was
in history and educational sociology), pioneered in bringing
black history into public school curricula through vehicles
such as the Negro History Bulletin and Negro History Month.

Can a course on cell phones match this legacy? It may
take another 50 years to learn the answer. But at TC, the odds

are that, at any given moment, history is being made. @





