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Focus on...

Character mascot, 99 Village,
Jahra, Krishna Swamy talks about
original comic books, the theme
park’s inauguration, and what it is
really like to be a superhero

How did you get job working as a character at the 99
Village theme park?

[ have been working at the 99 Village in Jahra on a con-
tract basis for the past three years. | used to take care
of the maintenance of some of the rides in the park.

One day | was asked by the manager to wear Jabbar’s
costume when the park was inaugurated this year.

What is the story behind the particular character that
you act?

| act out Jabbar whose real name is Nawaf Al-Bilali. He
was a typical teenager from Saudi Arabia until one day,
tragedy struck. While fleeing away from blackmailers
with his little sister Naof, Nawaf stepped on a landmine.
The explosion shattered a hidden jem, embedding
shards of the stone in his skin. Nawaf saved his sister,
but the slivers of gemstone that were lodged in his
body triggered a startling transformation.

Suddenly the teenager was transformed into a man-
mountain, a giant standing over two metres tall and
weighing almost 200kg. Jabbar is super-strong and
nearly invulnerable.

Are you a fan of the original comic books?

| have become a fan of the 99 comics only recently
after the 99 Village was inaugurated. | have read the
stories in Arabic and | like them very much. It is a story
pertaining to this region and the 99 are the world'’s first
superheroes based on Islamic culture and history. The
series promotes tolerance with the characters being
young boys and girls who battle injustice in order to
make a better world.

Can you describe your daily routine?

My work starts at 16:00 when the park opens to the
public and | finish work by midnight when the park

closes. | shake hands with all the visitors in the park,
especially the children. | also have photos taken with
them. During the weekend we have entertainment pro-
grammes with magicians and a marching band.

What challenges do you face in your day-to-day work?

Sometimes when the children are naughty, they keep
punching and hitting me as they assume | am strong
due to the costume | wear.

Who is your personal favourite character from the 99
destination?

My favourite character is Mumita who is a runaway
teen from Portugal. She has lived on the streets and
fought for everything she ever had. She is an expert
fighter and has a talent for chess.

Tell us about a funny experience you have had at work
since the park opened?

| had a funny experience during the inauguration of the
99 Village. It was my first time that | had worn Jabbar’s
costume. We were walking in the park meeting the vis-
itors and children would start crying and running away
when seeing me because of the size of the costume.

What do you like to do in your free time when you
aren’t working as a superhero?

| don’t get much free time because by the time | come
back from work it is 03:00. On weekends | go to the
mall or the seaside with my friends.
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